
ELSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes  of  the Fardell’s Lane Reserve  Committee  meeting 
held on - site  and at Elsworth Pavilion at 11:00 on 1 9 th 

February 200 6

Present
Berry Kenny (Chair man), Alan Farrow, Ian Hardy, Ian Maddison, Ruth  
Moulder, Gordon  Thwaites  & Paul Harding (Minutes).

Apologies  
Robin Grange, Tony Martin, Ian Penfold  & James  Witheroe.

1. Site vi sit
• Gate at Fardell’s Lane entrance
The gate has  been  hu ng an d  is pa dlocked. It was  agreed  tha t  
considera tion  s hould  be given to  erecting a  low picket  fencing on  either  
side of t he  gate and  plan ting hawthorn  behind  the  fence and  in t he  
re maining gap. PH com me nted  tha t  he  ha d  so me 2  year  hawthor ns  in 
po t s  t ha t  could  be u sed. (See Item 6).
• Surgery on ash trees  on  Fardell’s Lane boundary
Some m e mbers  com men ted  tha t  t he  t ree su rgery ha d  been  m ore  d ras tic 
t han  they ha d  expected. The closed  canopy “tunnel” effect on  this  pa r t  of 
t he  lane has  been  los t. BK & PH com me nted  tha t  t he  extent  of t he  su rgery 
was only t ha t  considered  to  be necessary to: a) p ro tect  t he  p ublic fro m  
obvious  danger  fro m  dead, decaying an d  u nbalanced  branches; b) ens ure  
as  far  as  possible t he  long - ter m  survival of t hese  t rees. It was  no ted  tha t  
one t ree ha d  been  felled com pletely because it u n safe to  a  very low level.
• Paths
New wood  chippings  and  coarse sawdus t, p rovided  by Adrian  Parfit t, 
have been  s p read  along the  pa th  t h rough  the  blackthorn  s pinney.
• Stacks  of  dead w o od 
It was  no ted  tha t  t he  s mall s tacks  of dead  wood, pa r ticularly in t he  
blackthor n  s pinney, are  a  po ten tial fire risk. They are in an  area where 
fire could  be a  pa r ticular ha zar d  for  nearby p roper ties with  t ha tched  
roofs, or  with  elderly residen ts, no t  to  me n tion  the  integrity of t he  site 
itself. PH com mented  tha t  t here are no  par ticular  benefits  for wildlife 
fro m  s tacking s mall dead  wood  in t his  way. Dead  wood  should  be allowed  
to  lie where it falls.
• Felling of  dead elm s
This was com pleted  s uccessfully. It was  agreed  tha t  t he  two 
accu m ulations  of lop - an d - top  should  be left  to  decay where t hey were 
an d  would  soon  be overgrown by bra mbles.

1



• Recent plantings
Most of t hese have been  a no table failure d ue  to  da mage by rabbits, deer  
an d  p robably h u ma ns. One su rviving oak sa pling ha d  been  bur n t  to  t he  
groun d  recently when  so mebody se t  fire to  a  s tack of s mall dead  wood  
tha t  had  been  placed  aroun d  the  sapling. 
• Log seats  in the m eado w
These see m  to  be being u sed, bu t  unfor tunately lit te r  an d  broken  bot tles  
accu m ulate aroun d  the m.
• Ash tree beside  the pond
A long low branch extending towards  t he  mea dow will be reduced  
because it is u ns table and  also cas t s  a  lot  of s hade  on  the  po n d  when  in 
full leaf. BK & PH agreed  tha t  it s hould  be reduced  to  abou t  2  me t res  
fro m  the  m ain  t r unk, leaving two young, vigorous  u p right  growths. 
• Ancient pear tree
There was considerable debate  abou t  t he  need  to  re move so me of t he  
dead  wood  fro m  the  m ain  (old) t ree. Several m e m bers  were op posed  to  
any work on  the  t ree, des pi te having received  advice fro m  SCDC Trees 
Officer t ha t  so me work was necessary. Again, two factors  have to  be 
taken  into considera tion: p ublic safe ty an d  the  long - ter m  survival of t he  
t ree. BK said  t ha t  so me overhanging dead  wood  would  be re moved. PH 
com mented  tha t  t he  ancient  t ree ha d  th ree younger  s uckers  on  the  
nor thern  an d  western  sides, which would  eventually replace t he  ancient  
t ree.

2. Minutes  of  the m eeting held on 9 th October 2005
These were ap proved withou t  correction  and  signed  by the  Chair man.

3. Matters arising not dealt with else where
• Open m eeting
Carry forwar d  to  next  meeting. Action: Next 
Agenda
• Transfer of  o wnership and SCDC vi sit
IM repor ted  t ha t  t here ha d  been  no  fur ther  develop ment s  – Carry forward  
to  next  meeting. Action: Next 
Agenda
• Tree labels
PH said  t ha t  he  was no t  inclined  to  p rogress  t his  u n til feedback from  the  
school ha d  been  received, bu t  AF com me nted  tha t  labels on  a  few t rees  
would  be u seful to  o ther  visitors. PH agreed  to  liaise with  Tony Martin  
over t he  p repara tion  of a  few exa m ple labels, which could  be  p u t  u p  to  
assess  t heir  readability an d  vulnerability to  vandalism.

Action: PH & TM

4. Recent activities
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• The t ree s u rgery, felling of dea d  elms, plan ting of sapling oaks  an d  
field  m a ples  an d  cons t ruction  of log sea ts  ha d  all been  carried  ou t  
since t he  las t  m eeting (see Item 1  above). 

• BK tabled  copies of t he  cos ted  work plan  an d  a Sum mary of Costs, for  
infor mation.

• Com me nting on  the  Sum mary of cos ts  BK no ted  tha t  t he  cos ts  of t ree 
s u rgery of t he  ash  t rees  on  Fardell’s Lane ha d  been  significan tly higher  
t han  originally expected. BK ha d  writ ten  to  John  Hellingswor th, bu t  JH 
thought  t ha t  t here would  be lit tle p ros pect  of ad di tional fun ding fro m  
SCDC as  t hey ha d  been  capped. IM sugges ted  tha t  t he  Com mit tee 
s hould  continue  to  follow this  u p  with  SCDC. Action: BK

• PH com mented  tha t  p u rchasing chipped  bark for  pa t hs  from  
Madingley Mulch was an  u n necessary expense  because  chippings  fro m  
t ree su rgeons  were available for  lit tle m ore  t han  the  cost  of t rans por t. 
Although  these chippings  might  not  be suitable for  orna mental 
p u r poses  in gardens, t hey were adequate for  laying on  pa th s. He 
s uggested  con tacting Tim Hewit t  a t  Eastern  Landscape Services to  
obtain a  su p ply. BK said  he  would  t ry to  obtain so me chippings  before 
s p ring. Action: BK

5. Tree planting
• Following a wide - ranging discussion  it was  agreed  to  plant  a  few 

saplings of na tive fores t  t rees  in inaccessible na tu ral clearings  in t he  
blackthor n  s pinney, where t he  risk of vandalism  might  be  minimized. 
IH an d  PH s t ressed  the  need  to  p ro tect  any plan ted  t rees  against  
barking by deer  and  rabbits, and  to  ensure t hey were watered  in a t  
leas t  t he  firs t  2  years  af ter  plan ting.

• BK agreed  to  obtain  3  Oak (Quercus rober) an d  3  Field Maple (Acer  
ca m pestre) from  Simpsons  of Fordha m, together  with  1.5 to  2 m  high  
weld mesh  t ree guar ds, with  pos t s, hare guards  an d  ties.

Action: BK
• RM agreed  to  invite Rose mary Parfit t  to  look af ter  t hese  t rees  an d  she  

would  also take t he  op por tunity to  talk to  Rosemary abou t  t he  
po ten tial fire ha zar d  being crea ted  th rough  s tacking s mall dead  wood.

Action: RM

6. Other future actions
• Paths 
More chippings  will be  obtained  to  extend  the  “approved” network of 
pa th s  (see Item 5).
• Gate and proposed fence  on Fardell’s Lane
BK agreed  to  obtain  quota tions  for  sim ple picket  fencing, u sing tanalized  
timber  to  m a tch  the  gate, to  r un  fro m  the  gate to  RM’s boun dary an d  
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par t - way on  the  o ther  side of the  gate, leaving a  1  m  gap to  t he  right  of 
t he  gate  when  viewed fro m  the  Lane.

Action: BK

7. Involve ment of  Youth Club and School
• It was  no ted  tha t  t he  Youth  Club no  longer  exis ted  and  this  topic 

s hould  be re moved  fro m  fu ture agendas.
• AF u n der took to  follow - u p  IP’s let te r  to  t he  Head Teacher  following 

our  last  Com mit tee mee ting. AF sugges ted  tha t  guidance no tes  for  
teachers  on  wha t  might  be seen  in t he  reserve in s p ring s hould  be 
offered  to  t he  school, to  encourage the m  to  u se  t he  reserve. PH 
respon de d  tha t  t his  was  exactly what  he  ha d  p rovided  to  t he  Head  
Teacher  in May 2005. Action:  AF

8. Any  other busines s
None.  There being no  fur ther  o ther  business, the  m ee ting closed  a t  
12:25p m.

9. Date, time and place of  next m eeting
To be  arranged.

Signed Committee  Chairman
Date
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